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The Central Intelligence 
Agency continued sponsoring 
efforts* to kill Cuban Premier 
Fidel Castro after President 
Kennedy’s assassination and 
then apparently misled 
President Johnson about them 
when he demanded a full 
accounting. 

According to the findings of 
the Senate ng intelligence 
committee, the CIA not only 
gave a poison pen to kill 
Castro to a Cuban secret agent 
on Nov. 22, 1963 —the day 
Kennedy was killed in 
Dallas— but also arranged for 
the delivery of several caches 
of arms and finally a silencer 
and other equipment in 1964- 
65. 

Some two years, later, 
during a surge of criticism 
over the findings of the 
Warren Commission, which 
investigated Kennedy's 
assassination, Johnson 
became concerned by reports 
alleging U.S. involvement in 
plots to kill Castro and 
-suggestions that Kenenedy 
-might have been killed in 
retaliation for such schemes. 

The committee’s 347-page 
report oh CIA assassination 
attempts said Johnson or- 
dered then-CIA Director 
Richard Helms to conduct an 
investigation in response to a 
column by Drew Pearson 
airing such allegations. 

The column appeared on 
March 7, 1967, in the midst of 
the then-New Orleans District 
Attorney Jim Garrison’s 
highly publicized pursuit of 
various rumors concerning 
the Kennedy assassination. 

The CIA inspector general’s 
office, the Senate report 
disclosed this week, conducted 
a formal inquiry and sub- 
mitted a written “report on 
plots to assassinate Castro” to 
Helms on April 4, 1967. 

It included a full account of 
the CIA’s dealings with the 
Cuban secret agent who was 
known as AM-LASH during 
the Kennedy and Johnson 
administrations. 

The report, however, was 
never submitted to Johnson. 
Senate investigators indicated 
that they could find no 
evidence that LBJ ever knew 
the document existed. 
Instead, the committee said in 
its report. Helms “briefed the 


President orally,” and ap- 
parently said nothing of the 
CIA’s involvement in anti- 
Castro plotting past mid-1963. 

Helms’ handwritten notes, 
which he evidently prepared 
as an aid for the May 23, 1967, 
briefing and which committee 
investigators obtained, 
stopped the story in mid-1963, 
the Senate report said. When 
asked if he went any further 
and reported on efforts to kill 
Castro during Johnson’s 
presidency, Helms told the 
committee: "I can’t recall 
having done so.” 

Now ambassador to Iran, 
Helms said that it would not 
have occurred to him to brief 
LBJ about the delivery of 
several arms caches to AM- 
LASH in 1964, for example, 
because “I don’t think one 
would approach the AM-LASH 
thing as an assassination plot 
against Castro.” ) 

Helms, the Senate report 
said, contended that AM- 
LASH “was an intelligence 
and political action agent.” 
However, the committee 
pointed out, the CIA inspector 
general’s report “treated the 
AM-LASH operation as an 
assassination plot” 

At first, he spoke of 
defecting, but in the fall of 
1963, started talking of 


wanting to do something 
“really significant” and ex- 
pressing a desire to plan the 
“execution” of Castro, one of 
AM-LASH’s case officers told 
Senate investigators. 

The agent also began asking 
for supplies and firm 
assurances of American 
support, specifically “a 
meeting with Attorney 
General Robert Kennedy.” 

With Helms’ approval, 
Desmond Fitzgerald, chief of 
the CIA special affairs staff 
which was then in charge of 
covert Cuban operations, met 
with AM-LASH. reportedly in 
Paris, in October, 1963, and 
assured the agent that he 
(Fitzgerald* “was the per- 
sonal representative of Robert 
Kennedy.” 

At the later meeting of Nov. 
22. 12 years ago today, Fit- 
zgerald also offered AM-LASH 
the poison pen. The. Senate 
report said the Cuban 
operative spumed the pen, but 
was assured the CIA ;would 
“give him everythiiig he 
needed” such as a rifle 
telescopic sight, a silencer and 
“ail the money he Wanted.” 

The Senate committee found 
that "the CIA delivered arms 
to AM-LASH in Cuba in March 
and June of 1964.” Then, in 
early 1965, when he became 


even more insistent on the 
need for Castro’s 
assassination, the CIA put him 
in touch with the leader of an 
anti-Castro group known as B- 
1 “with the intention that AM- 
LASH obtain his desired 
weapon” — including a 
silencer— from that group. 

The Senate report said that 
it was not until June, 1965, that 
the CIA “terminated all 
contact with AM-LASH and 
his associates for reasons 
related to security.” 

The Senate committee said , 
it found “no evidence what- 
soever” that Johnson 
authorized or even knew about 
“any assassination activity 
during his presidency.” 
Helms, the report said, not 
only failed to give Johnson a 
full briefing on the Castro 
plots, but “also failed to in- 
form the Warren Commission 
of the plots ... 

The report said'* the reason 
Helms gave for not telling the 
Warren Commission was that. ... 
“the precise question was not 
asked.” ^ 

. The Senate report also 
stated that Helms sent a 
memo in 1966 to Secretary of 
State Dean Rusk explicitly 
denying CIA involvement with 
the Cuban operative in an 
assassination plot. 
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